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USDA Seeks Technical Service Provider Proposals
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service is seeking sources of technical services for participants in USDA Farm Programs according to            (DC’s name)                , District Conservationist in ___________ County. “Participants have the opportunity to access conservation program technical assistance for planning, installation, and certification of conservation practices through either their local NRCS Field Service Center or through the use of Technical Service Providers (TSPs)”,      (DC’s last name)     said.  According to     (DC’s last name)     , individuals and businesses have become certified as TSPs to provide technical assistance through the “NRCS Technical Service Provider Registry” or “TechReg” at: http://techreg.usda.gov.

Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for potential vendors for technical services for fiscal year 2004 have been posted on the FedGrants website at: http://fedgrants.gov. The result of these RFPs will be cooperative agreements under which NRCS will direct technical assistance to private landowners participating in NRCS programs by technical service providers. This is in addition to the currently available option program participants to select technical service providers from TechReg. The six RFPs are for the following technical services:

· Comprehensive Nutrient Management (CNMP) and Nutrient Management (NMP) Planning Services: 

· Wetland Reserve Program Design and Construction Assistance;

· Irrigation System and Irrigation Water Conveyance Component Implementation;

· Conservation Reserve Program Planning Services;

· Grassland Reserve Program Baseline Inventory Assistance; and 

· Survey, Design, Layout and Construction Inspection of Conservation Practices.  

“The due date for the RFPs is by the close of business on July 7 and 8, 2004, and specific proposal requirements from interested vendors are described in each of the RFPs”,    (DC’s last name)   stated.
All programs and services of the Natural Resources Conservation Service are provided in a nondiscriminatory manner. 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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