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USDA REQUESTS PROPOSALS FOR THE FARM AND RANCH LANDS PROTECTION PROGRAM

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is requesting proposals for the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) from federally recognized Indian tribes, states, units of local government or nongovernmental organizations to cooperate in the acquisition of conservation easements on farms and ranches.  

“Our productive soil is a national treasure—and keeping America’s farm and ranch lands producing is a high priority now and for the future,” NRCS Chief Bruce Knight said.  “Land use devoted to agriculture also provides important contributions to environmental quality, historical and archaeological resources, our rural heritage and scenic beauty.”

FRPP is a voluntary program, reauthorized in the 2002 Farm Bill, that helps farmers and ranchers keep their land in agriculture.

Eligible land includes farm and ranch land that has prime, unique or other productive soil or that contains historical or archaeological resources.  These lands also must be subject to a pending offer from eligible entities for the purpose of protecting topsoil by limiting conversion of that land to nonagricultural uses.

NRCS published the fiscal year 2004 request for proposals (RFP) for the FRPP in the Federal Register on March 17, 2004.  The FRPP will provide up to $84 million in financial assistance ($1.219 million for Oklahoma) this fiscal year ending September 30, 2004.  Proposals for funding must be received in the NRCS State Office by close of business on May 3, 2004.
Proposals must (1) describe the eligible entity’s farmland protection program and record of acquiring and holding permanent agricultural land protection easement or other interests, and (2) describe the lands to be acquired with assistance from FRPP.  Details are in the Federal Register notice.

The request for proposals and additional information on FRPP can be found at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frpp/.  Information on the 2002 Farm Bill is at http://www.usda.gov/farmbill.

All programs and services of the Natural Resources Conservation Service are provided in a nondiscriminatory manner.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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