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USDA RELEASES $15 MILLION AND THE INTERIM FINAL RULE FOR
CONSERVATION INNOVATION GRANTS

On March 22, 2004, the United States Department of Agriculture released the interim final rule for Conservation Innovation Grants and announced that $15 million will be available to fund selected grant proposals.  

“This program provides a great opportunity to promote conservation technologies and stimulate innovative approaches to environmental enhancement and protection on working lands,” Agriculture Secretary Veneman said.  “Farmers and ranchers will benefit by having new technologies to protect the environment and comply with federal, state, and local regulations,”

The 2002 Farm Bill established these grants as part of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The interim final rule was published in the Federal Register on March 29th with a request for public comments by May 28, 2004.  At the same time, NRCS announced the nationwide grant competition through a request for proposals that was also published in the Federal Register and on the federal government’s eGrant website at http://www.grants.gov.

This grant program also will engage other sectors, such as states and the conservation and philanthropic communities, to help develop, test, implement and transfer innovative environmental solutions.  It will provide opportunities for public-private partnerships to accelerate technology transfer and implementation of promising technologies and approaches.

Conservation Innovation Grant proposals will be accepted from eligible governmental or nongovernmental organizations and individuals for innovative single or multi-year projects involving producers who qualify for EQIP.  The grants will fund projects targeting innovative on-the-ground conservation, including pilot projects and field demonstrations.  Project proposals may address areas such as market-based pollution credit trading, agricultural conservation systems, carbon sequestration, and reduction of applied nutrients.  Proposals must follow the format described in the RFP and be received in the NRCS National Office by May 28, 2004.
The interim final rule describes a national competition and a corresponding state-level competition.  For fiscal year 2004, only the national competition will be available.  In future years, each NRCS State Conservationist may implement a separate state-level competition.  Funding availability for the distinct state-level competitions will be announced through public notices, separately from the national program.

-more-
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Selected applicants may receive grants up to 50 percent of the total project cost.  Applicants must provide nonfederal matching funds for at least 50 percent of the project cost.  An exception allows for beginning and limited resource farmers and ranchers, tribes, and community-based organizations representing these groups to obtain a higher percentage of project matching funds from in-kind contributions.  The federal contribution may not exceed $1 million for a single project.  

Additional information on Conservation Innovation Grants is available at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig, your local NRCS or (enter CD name) office at (enter address), or by calling (enter phone number).  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington D.C. 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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