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For Immediate Release
USDA-NRCS PROMOTES CONSERVATION ACROSS OKLAHOMA


Signs showing Red, White, and Blue will now be seen along the state’s roads and highways as part of a new conservation initiative.  “Conservation Across America” is the theme for a joint project sponsored by the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the, Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC), and the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD).  The brightly colored signs are used to recognize farmers and ranches that are voluntarily installing various conservation practices.


In Oklahoma, NRCS works with 88 local soil and water conservation districts to set local priorities and address local resource issues. Technical assistance to local farms and ranches is achieved through a network of NRCS field offices and conservation districts located in USDA Service Centers.  Landowners voluntarily install conservation practices and systems on their land to maintain and protect our valuable natural resources of soil, water air, plants, and animals.


In announcing the new initiative, Darrel Dominick, NRCS State Conservationist, said, “Through the years, the success of achieving conservation lies in our ability to work with private landowners on a voluntary basis.  This joint sign venture recognizes private landowners as Conservation District Cooperators that are actively applying conservation systems on their land throughout the state.  

Dominick went on to say, “In applying these conservation systems, farmers and ranchers are improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, increasing water quantity, and restoring wildlife habitats and wetlands.  By recognizing these private landowners, we are sending a strong message--the conservation movement on private lands benefits all Oklahomans.  We are achieving ‘Conservation Across America.’”
All programs and services of the Natural Resources Conservation Service are provided in a nondiscriminatory manner.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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